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The Senate and the House of Representatives The government of the United States 

is made up of three branches: the legislative branch, the executive branch and the 

judicial branch. The legislative branch, called Congress, is responsible for making 

laws. Congress is made up of two houses: the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. In this essay, you will learn the differences and similarities 

between these two houses of Congress. There are many differences between the 

Senate and the House of Representatives. The Vice President of the United States 

is the head of the Senate. He must vote in the Senate if there is a tie. On the other 

hand, the House of Representatives’ leader is called the Speaker of the House. The 

representatives elect him or her. Another difference is that the Senate is made up 

of 100 senators, two from each state. The House of Representatives, however, is 

made up of 435 representatives. The number of representatives from each state is 

determined by that state’s population. The greater the population in a state, the 

more representatives that state will have in the House. A third difference is that 

senators are elected to six-year terms, while representatives are elected to serve 

two-year terms. Every two years, the nation holds an election for members of 

Congress. At that time, all members of the House of Representatives and one-third 

of the Senate are up for re-election. There are also similarities between the Senate 

and the House of Representatives. For example, both houses of Congress are made 

up of men and women. Both senators and representatives are members of 

Congress who must work together toward the same goal: to create, discuss, debate 

and vote on bills, some of which eventually become laws. In the U.S. Capitol 

Building in Washington D.C., senators and representatives often meet with each 

other and in smaller groups to discuss laws. Before the President can sign a bill into 

law, it must first be approved by a majority of members in both the House and 

Senate. Although Congress is made up of two types of lawmakers, they must work 

together for the benefit of all Americans. 


